
Delaware Department of Education Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street 
Dover, DE 19901-3639 
 
October 3, 2020 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. 
 
Anne and Paul Bolno are pleased and excited to lend our support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson 
School of Excellence.  It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the 
opportunity to provide their students with a real-world educational experience where service, 
rigor, and student leadership are at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and 
change that BASSE, Inc. will impress upon their students. We are aware of what it will take to 
make BASSE, Inc. a success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best 
utilizes our collective resources including time, energy and financial support.  We believe in a 
world that is inclusive, equitable and just and our schools are essential institutions for cultivating 
and supporting these values in the future leaders of our country and the world.  
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted. 
 
Respectfully, 
Anne and Paul Bolno 
10 Milton Avenue 
Lewes, DE 19958 
 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
October 12, 2020 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   
 
Cynthia Myers is pleased and excited to lend her support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School 
of Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. She is aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 
success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes her  resources. 
WE are long overdue to have such a program in Sussex County. There is no better time 
than now to get it started.  
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cynthia Myers 



 

 

 

 
 

Delaware Department of Education 

Towsend Building 

401 Federal Street 

Dover, DE 19901-3639  

 

October 1, 2019 

RE: The Bryan Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.  

 

Greetings, 

It is with great pleasure and certainty that I extend my support for The Bryan Allen Stevenson 

School of Excellence, Inc. I believe BASSE will provide the structure, leadership, and academic 

rigor necessary to create a school community conducive for learning and student growth.  

The founders of BASSE are student focused and will implement highly effective policies and 

procedures that are best for student achievement. Parents and families ought to feel confident 

sending their children to a school that is so thoughtfully organized to enhance the lives of each 

student.  

I truly look forward to the start of BASSE as I am positive children who attend this school will 

reach their maximum potential for success.  

 

Sincere regards, 

 

Cotina L. Murray  

  

 

 

 

 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 

October 30, 2019 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
I am pleased to lend my support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have an opportunity to provide their 
students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor and student leadership is 
at the center. Alonna Berry assures me that BASSE will impress upon their students Mr. 
Stevenson’s legacy of service and positive social change by making community service an 
integral part of their daily learning experiences.  
 
As a long-time educator who understands that all of us learn best by doing, and especially by 
doing for others, I applaud the founding of this charter school devoted to that model of learning. 
Furthermore, I am interested in supporting this school in any way that best uses my talents, time 
and energy.  
 
I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence charter will be approved and 
look forward to its successful launch.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Frank Livoy 
Educator 
Brandywine School District 
Rutgers University  
University of Delaware 



 
211 West Shore Drive 
Milton, DE 19968 
 
Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
October 10, 2018 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   
 
I, Lee Revis-Plank, am pleased and excited to lend my personal support to The Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 
success and am interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes my skills and 
experience, and energy. I feel that the curriculum and the experiences for each and every 
student will be instrumental in their development into responsible citizens who contribute to their 
society and communities in ways that are as unique as they are individually.  
 
I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lee Revis-Plank, M. Ed 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
December 20, 2019 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
I am pleased and excited to lend my support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE 
will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE a success and 
am interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes Teach For America’s 
resources, including providing talent and leadership development support.  
 
I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence application will be accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Tamara Smith 
Executive Director 
Teach For America-Delaware 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
September 30, 2020 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
I am pleased and excited to lend my support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE 
will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE a success and 
are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes my resources and the 
resources of the state and county; financial, time, community and educational.  Mr. Stevenson 
has worked diligently for years to level the playing ground and to provide equity for all, 
regardless of socio-economic status or race.  A school built on these values, as well as, with his 
core academic ideas is an asset to this State, County, and citizens.  This school is vital for our 
citizens and most especially our children. 
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Heather Hopkins-Roberts, MA 



Victoria Golden 
78 Seldon Drive 
Smyrna, DE 19977 
vjg824@aol.com 
 
 
 
September 28, 2020 
 
 
 
Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   
 
I am pleased and excited to lend my support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of                
Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide                
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student            
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE,                 
Inc. will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a                   
success and I am interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes a wide range of                   
resources, including the collective wisdom and hard work of its collaborative partners. Most             
impressive are the background, skills and fervent commitment of the BASSE, Inc. administration             
and leadership team that I believe will create a unique 21st century learning experience for their                
students.  
 
I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be              
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Victoria Golden 



 
 
Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639   
 
October 17, 2019 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc 
 
It is encouraging to recognize that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to 
provide students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and 
student leadership is at the center.  
 
The International Baccalaureate Organization (IB) is writing to support the Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. The IBO supports the intent of BASSE Inc. to pursue 
recognition as an IB World School authorized to offer the IB Middle Years Programme, 
Diploma Programme, and Career-related Programme.  
 
The IB’s mission has been built on a cornerstone of creating a better world through 
education – one which aligns closely with the mission of the BASSE, Inc. and its 
foundation and partner networks.   
 
Mr. Stevenson built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, Inc. will impress upon 
their students and families. The IBO supports the efforts BASSE, Inc. will take to make 
these factors a success and upon pursuit of IB Programmes our organization looks 
forward to aligning with the BASSE, Inc. community.  
 
As an organization, the IBO provides professional development and academic support 
services and have a rigorous authorization process prior to the school becoming 
authorized. Additionally, to remain an IB World School, schools must become 
sustainable and undergo a regular self-assessment and re-evaluation process every five 
years.  
 
We look forward to working with the BASSE, Inc.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Antrina Leeth  
Outreach and Development, Manager  
International Baccalaureate Organization  



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
October 28, 2019 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
Eli Ramos  is pleased and excited to lend unconditional support support to The Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE 
will impress upon their students. I’m sure you are aware of what it will take to make BASSE a 
success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes all available 
resources [i.e. time, financially, partnership, etc .Please let me know how you can support this 
exciting endeavor. Education is the pathway to success and this is just one way you can help.  
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence application will be 
accepted.  
Thank you 
Respectfully, 
Eli Ramos, MS Ed. Retired  

















 

 
 
December 9, 2019 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 

It is with enthusiasm that I share of Eastern University’s full support of the establishment 
of the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence in Sussex County, Delaware. 
 
Eastern University stands firmly on the pillars of Faith, Reason, and Justice – three 
virtues that guide our community’s journey. Mr. Stevenson’s mission of justice through 
proximity for the oppressed, the underserved, and the forgotten echoes the heartbeat of 
our university, and establishes the foundation for the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence. 
 
BASSE’s vision is to develop hands-on, real-world experiences for children in a service 
environment – to cherish proximity, take ownership of their community, and advocate for 
those in need. Nurturing an environment committed to serving others, supporting the 
community, and growing academically are also at the core of Eastern University’s 
desires. 
 
I believe that our world will be brighter, kinder, and healthier because of the impact 
BASSE will have on its students. 
 
I am honored to offer my unreserved support as President of Eastern University and our 
community as a whole for the establishment of the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence. 
 
Grace and peace, 

 
Ronald A. Matthews, D.M.A. 
President 



 

 

 
BRIAN G. PETTYJOHN 

Minority Whip 
STATE SENATOR 

19th   District 

 

 
SENATE 

STATE OF DELAWARE 

411 LEGISLATIVE AVENUE 

DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 

 
COMMITTEES 
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Health & Social Services 
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Legislative Council 
Legislative Oversight & Sunset 

Rules & Ethics 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2020 
 
 
Re:  The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation and support for the plans to open the Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence (BASSE).  This service-learning high school will provide critical real-world 
experiences and facilitate service-based learning for all students in partnership with the community. 
 
As a parent and State Senator who represents the area that the school will be located, I am particularly 
interested in seeing that our community supports local charter schools. More importantly, I am committed 
to ensuring that our students have the educational tools and resources they need to succeed along with 
instructional support from the best institutions in the state.  
  
As Sussex County continues to expand, more and more our students will need the experience, knowledge, 
skill and training that BASSE will provide the students to use beyond the classroom. 
 
Please let me know if there is anything further I can share as I am happy to lend even more support for the 
approval of the charter school application for The Bryan Stevenson School of Excellence. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
 
Brian G. Pettyjohn 
Minority Whip 
Delaware State Senate 
19th District    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 616, Georgetown, Delaware 19947 

Office: (302) 744-4048 Fax: (302) 739-5049 Home: (302) 858-0694 Email: Brian.Pettyjohn@delaware.gov 





Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
[09-24-2020] 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   
 
Hello. My name is Savannah Shepherd and I am the founder of the Delaware Social Justice 
Remembrance Coalition. The work of this coalition is completely inspired by the work of Bryan 
A. Stevenson and I am pleased and excited to support The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. 
 
I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
Savannah Shepherd 









Delaware Department of Education 

Townsend Building 

401 Federal Street 

Dover, DE 19901-3639 

October 21, 2019 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. 

The Bernstein Companies (TBC) is pleased and excited to lend financial support to The Bryan 

Allen Stevenson School of Excellence. 

It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 

their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 

leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 

Inc. will impress upon their students. TBC is aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 

success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes its existing social 

and physical resources in conjunction with TBC's financial support. TBC is a commercial real 

estate company based in Washington, DC. Their structured finance division has assisted its 

partners in being awarded over $1.7 billion in Federal New Markets Tax Credit allocation that 

have translated to over $3 billion of real estate development in low-income communities 

nationwide. TBC has previously financed half a dozen charter schools totaling almost $240 

million in total project costs and looks forward to furthering BASSE, lnc.'s mission and improving 

educational outcomes for youth within Sussex County. 

We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, lnc.'s application will be 

accepted. 





 

 
Delaware Department of Education  

Townsend Building  

401 Federal Street  

Dover, DE 19901-3639  

 

December 6, 2019 

 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   

 

Relay Graduate School of Education - Delaware is excited to support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson School 

of Excellence. We understand the significant impact teacher preparation and support plays in the success 

of children and schools and anticipate partnering with the school, should they be approved. It is 

particularly exciting that the opening of this school would provide families in Sussex County an 

educational experience focused on service, rigor, and student leadership that the life’s work of Bryan 

Stevenson so exemplifies.  

 

We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be accepted.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Christine Eisenhauer 

Dean 

Relay Graduate School of Education 

1313 N. Market Street 

Wilmington, DE, 19801 



 
 

 

Delaware Department of Education  

Townsend Building  

401 Federal Street  

Dover, DE 19901-3639  

 

December 23, 2019 

 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 

 

I am pleased to express my support for the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence.  

 

I have worked with BASSE Board Chair Alonna Berry and Board Member Chantalle Ashford.  

Both of these educators are knowledgeable, persistent, and committed to equity and academic 

excellence.  They are also well-networked and can expect considerable support for an 

educational choice in Sussex County that will focus on developing community and leadership 

skills. 

 

I wholeheartedly encourage the Delaware Department of Education to approve the charter 

application for the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Christine Carrino Gorowara, Ph.D. 

Co-Vice Chair, Sussex Montessori School Board 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  

October 10, 2020 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.  

Sherrie Donecker is pleased and excited to lend her support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson 
School of Excellence.  

It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 
success and am interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes my resources [i.e. 
time, financially, partnership, etc.]. This will be an incredible addition to the Sussex County 
community and will nurture the next generation of Delaware leaders. 

I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  

Respectfully, 

Sherrie Donecker 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  

 

October 2, 2020 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.  

Comfort Halsey Cope  is pleased and excited to lend her support to The Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence.  

It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. I am aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 
success and am interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes my resources. 
Although I live in Massachusetts, I have deep Lewes, Delaware roots and am a retired 
educator.  I stand in strong support of this inspiring enterprise.  I sincerely hope The Bryan Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be accepted.  

Respectfully, 

Comfort Halsey Cope 



Delaware Department of Education  

Townsend Building  

401 Federal Street  

Dover, DE 19901-3639  

 

11/23/20 

 

RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   

 

Dutton Busing Inc. Is pleased and excited to lend our support to The Brian Allen 
Stevenson School of Excellence. 
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to 
provide their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and 
student leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and 
changes that BASSE Inc. will impress upon their students. We are aware of what it will 
take to make BASSE, Inc. a success and are interested in supporting the school in a 
way that best utilizes our resources my time. This schools sounds very intriguing to me. 
We are in dire need of more schools to accommodate the population of students in 
Sussex County. 
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. application 
will be accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
Gerald Dutton 
President/ Dutton Busing 
President/DSBCA 
 



 
 
Delaware Department of Education 
Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street 
Dover, DE 19901-3639 
 
 
10/01/2020 
 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. 
 
 
Jessica and Kenneth Lund are pleased and excited to lend our support to The 
Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence. 
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students.  
 
We are aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a success and are interested in 
supporting the school in a way that best utilizes our resources. 
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted. 
 

Respectfully, 

Jessica and Kenneth Lund 



 
Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
Friday, October 23, 2020 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
Sierra Club Delaware Chapter is pleased and excited to lend our support to The Bryan 
Allen Stevenson School of Excellence (BASSE).  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to 
provide their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and 
student leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and 
change that BASSE will impress upon their students. We are aware of what it will take to 
make BASSE a success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best 
utilizes our resources and experience in the realm of social and environmental 
organizing.  
 
Given all of the social unrest and increased civic engagement, it is more important than 
ever to have this option available to students in this area. We need our young people to 
be educated at an early age around the importance of being engaged with and how to 
give back to their community. To couple this ideal with a top tier curriculum will bring a 
unique and necessary opportunity to the state of Delaware that hopefully will serve as an 
example that can be utilized in other parts of our state. We look forward to partnering 
with this school to help their students to advocate around environmental and social 
justice issues. 
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Sherri Evans-Stanton  
Chapter Director  
Sierra Club Delaware Chapter  
 

P.O. Box 2005, Wilmington, DE  19899 
 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
December 11, 2019 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence 
 
I am excited to lend my enthusiastic support to the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence (BASSE).  
 
It is so encouraging to know Sussex County families will have the opportunity to provide 
their children with an educational experience where service, rigor, and leadership is at the 
center of their academic journey. Of course we all know that Mr. Stevenson, a favorite son 
of our state, has earned a legacy of compassion, service, and dedication to social and civic 
change that I’m confident BASSE will impress upon its students.  
 
As a former education policy advisor to Delaware Governor Jack Markell and his 
administration, I am well aware of what it will take to make BASSE a successful school, and I 
am committed to supporting the school in whatever way that I am able - be it time, talent 
or treasure. Further, since leaving my former role in the education space here in Delaware, 
I have had the privilege to work on a number of social change efforts and I know how 
critical the development of future thought leaders and civil servants truly is for our state 
and our country. I am eager to meet the future leaders that will emerge from the doors of 
the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence.  
 
And as a parent, I know how important a diverse range of educational settings is for our 
state. I sincerely hope the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence application will be 
accepted and approved by the CSAC, the Secretary of the Delaware Department of 
Education, and the State Board of Education.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Meghan Wallace 
1411 Oak Street  
Wilmington, DE 19805 





Corinne Billger and Ray Daffner 
123 E. Qual Trail 

Lewes, DE 

Delaware Department of Education 
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  

October 21, 2019 

RE: The Bryan Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc. 

Corinne Billger and Ray Daffner are pleased and excited to lend enthusiastic support to The 
Bryan Stevenson School of Excellence.  

As a native of Delaware, Sussex County and retired educator who lived, worked and raised 
children in Sussex County, Corinne has tremendous appreciation for the vision of the Brian 
Stevenson School. Education is vital and educators must not only be able to teach, but to reach 
their students and provide a forum for their unique talents to be fostered and promoted. Corinne 
believes the BSSE will offer this and carefully cultivate in their students a vision of their own 
best selves.    

As a development professional based in Washington, DC who has spent over 20 years 
financing important community projects in rural underserved areas across the nation, Ray sees 
an opportunity to bring capital from non-profit Community Development Financial Institutions 
(CDFIs) and for-profit New Markets Tax Credit Funds (CDEs) to provide below market debt and 
tax incented equity to help make the vision of BSSE a reality. 

It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BSSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. We are aware of what it will take to make BSSE, Inc. a 
success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes financial 
resources and personal time.  

We sincerely hope The Bryan Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  

Respectfully, 

Corinne Billger and Ray Daffner 

Corinne Billger and Ray Daffner 



Delaware Department of Education  
Townsend Building  
401 Federal Street  
Dover, DE 19901-3639  
 
09/24/2020 
 
RE: The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.   
 
Victoria Shepherd is pleased and excited to lend her support to The Bryan Allen Stevenson 
School of Excellence.  
 
It is encouraging to know that families in Sussex County will have the opportunity to provide 
their students with a real-world educational experience where service, rigor, and student 
leadership is at the center. Mr. Stevenson has built a legacy of service and change that BASSE, 
Inc. will impress upon their students. We are aware of what it will take to make BASSE, Inc. a 
success and are interested in supporting the school in a way that best utilizes our resources.  
 
We sincerely hope The Bryan Allen Stevenson School of Excellence, Inc.’s application will be 
accepted.  
 
Respectfully, 
Victoria Shepherd 


